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Important disclaimers! 

• You need to check these before using 
MaxQuant.Live→

• In addition, neither I nor PuGSciences
nor LCMSmethod.org are in any way 
affiliated with MaxQuant.Live. This 
tutorial is merely for the good of the 
community. Nothing whatsoever is 
promised or anything. 

• UltraImportantly – if you follow these 
rules and use this, cite accordingly. 
Rules are at MaxQuant.Live

MaxQuant.Live
Complimentary Science Software License
End User License Agreement

Scope of this Software License Agreement: 
This is the MaxQuant.Live Complimentary Science Software License Agreement, which applies to all software products available for download from the MaxQuant.Live
website(s), unless labeled as something other than complimentary. 
Only software with a specific signature software key is licensed under this License Agreement. The signature is integrated into the source code and only software with such 
signature is eligible to be executed together with Thermo Fisher Mass Spectrometry Systems. 
This software is in NO WAY controlled, approved, endorsed or supported by Thermo Fisher or its Affiliates 

The licensed Software / Product: 
Short description of the software: The MaxQuant.Live software interacts with the instrument acquisition control software of Thermo Fisher Q Exactive series mass 
spectrometers via the Instrument Application Programming Interface (IAPI), and is hereby capable of reading and processing scan data as well as mass spectrometry system 
information during its runtime. Furthermore, the software can place customized scans into the acquisition queue of the mass spectrometer, which may or may not use the 
information above to adapt scan parameters in real-time. The software executes ‘scan protocols’ that may or may not extend the functionalities of standard mass 
spectrometry acquisition methods. Software tools to generate such scan protocols are provided as an integrated part of the MaxQuant.Live software. 
The following components of the software are provided in compiled form and executable on the instrument’s acquisition computer: 
a) The MaxQuant.Live core program that communicates with the acquisition control software and executes the acquisition methods. 
b) Software applications to generate acquisition method files (‘scan protocols’) with pre-defined templates. 

The software is not controlled, approved, endorsed or supported by Thermo Fisher or its Affiliates.

Intellectual Property: 
All software available for download via the MaxQuant.Live website(s) are copyright Max-Planck-Society e.V. (Institute of Biochemistry) unless otherwise stated. Copyright law 
protects this software and any associated material. Max-Planck-Society e.V. retains title to and ownership in the copyright of the software program and the associated 
materials. This software is not provided as public domain software. 

Complimentary Science Software License Rights: 
The Software is licensed for non-commercial purposes only. 
All software products available for download from associated website(s), unless labeled otherwise, are provided royalty free. The software may be used as many times as you 
like, for ten years or for the maximum duration of the signature applied to the software. You may not copy and distribute copies of this program. The copyright holder 
reserves the right to reclassify this software as another kind of software license product at any time (i.e. shareware, licensed royalty software, or public domain et al.). Doing 
so will not modify the license agreement of previously distributed executables. 
Use of the software is permitted for lawful scientific research purposes only. It is explicitly prohibited to use the MaxQuant.Live software or parts of it, whether modified or 
not, for commercial purposes or operational use. 

Code Immutability: 
You may not modify, adapt, translate or create derivative works based upon the software. You will not reverse engineer, decompile, disassemble or otherwise attempt to 
discover the source code of the software except to the extent you may be expressly permitted by copyright holders. 

Warranty / Liability / Damages: 
This program is provided “as is” and has not been fitted especially to Licensee’s purposes and comes with limited warranty and liability. Licensors do not provide any support 
for the software. Because this Software License Agreement qualifies as a donation, according to Section 521 of the German Civil Code (Bürgerliches Gesetzbuch – BGB) 
Licensors as donors are liable for intent and gross negligence only. If the Licensors fraudulently conceal a legal or material defect, they are obliged to compensate the 
Licensee for the resulting damage. 
Licensors shall be liable for loss of data only up to the amount of typical recovery costs which would have arisen had proper and regular data backup measures been taken. 
For the avoidance of doubt Licensors shall be liable in accordance with the German Product Liability Act in the event of product liability. The foregoing applies also to 
Licensor’s legal representatives or assistants in performance. Any further liability shall be excluded. The licensee shall not be entitled to make any claims for compensation 
against Thermo Fisher in any event of damage through usage of the software. Patent claims generated through the usage of the software cannot be directed towards the 
copyright holders. 
Defects of the MaxQuant.Live software must be notified in writing to the Licensors with a comprehensible description of the error symptoms. The notification of the defect 
should enable the reproduction of the error. 
Any software that does not contain the signature (see above) is not provided by the Licensor and therefore the Licensor does not bear liability nor ensures any function of 
such software. 

Third Party rights/components: 
The software is designed to run together with software that is intellectual property of Thermo Fisher. No third party components - including Thermo Fisher – whatsoever are 
distributed with the MaxQuant.Live software. Licensing of third party components is not part of this Software Licensing Agreement 
Still, the Licensee is responsible for compliance with any respective third party license terms. 

Technical Support: Convention.
Technical support may be provided via e-mail and/or website postings. While every effort is made to provide timely technical support no guarantees whatsoever are implied 
that technical support will be provided or that technical support, when provided, will be accurate. Software offered on this site is unsupported and supplied on an as-is basis 
unless you have obtained a specific maintenance contract agreement with the copyright holders. 

Agreement: 
This Complimentary Science Software License Agreement is effective while you use and continue to make use of these software products. If you do not agree with our 
Complimentary Science Software License Agreement you must not use our software products - this Complimentary Science Software License Agreement will then not apply 
to you. This Complimentary Science Software License Agreement is subject to change without notice. Any company names, logos, trademarks and product names mentioned 
or shown on associated website(s) or in software products may be copyrighted, trademarked or registered trademarked by their respective owners. 

Final Provisions: 
By using our software products you are automatically agreeing to and show that you have read and understood the terms and conditions contained within this 
Complimentary Science Software License. This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the Federal Republic of Germany except for the UN Sales



Instructions for using MaxQuant.Live are at 
MaxQuant.Live
• These slides are for how to use the PreMade methods in the ASMS 

2019 release of www.LCMSMethods.org

• To use MaxQuant.Live methods you will need these 4 things:
• Your normal Xcalibur software

• A “dummy” Xcalibur method that triggers MaxQuant.Live to start

• MaxQuant.Live

• Your MaxQuant.Live method

http://www.lcmsmethods.org/


Load the MaxQuant.Live methods

• Find where the LCMSmethods.org folder 
went

• I’ve included a dummy file called 
“TopNWhereAreYou” if you need to use the 
Windows search bar to find it

• Use the Load button to find that folder and 
get these methods. It should look something 
like that →

• Please note there are 2 separate folders for 
QE HF and HF-X. Only the Xcalibur methods 
and names differ in case compatibility with 
Xcalibur is an issue

• It is probably best to delete the folder that 
your instrument does not need. 



Add your chromatography into your Xcalibur
method and save it
• Please note that the default for 

all methods here is 120min

• I have my first MS1 scan as 
shown, triggering my 1004 
MaxQuant.Live 3 BoxCar method 
(1004) and I have the scan 
ending 1 min before the end of 
the 120 min chromatography 
gradient

• Scan 2 should be adjusted to 
match your gradient as well. 

• For example: If you are using a 
90 min gradient, the end mass in 
scan two should be 1090 
(1000+gradient time)

Scan 1

Scan 2



Start MaxQuant.Live

• MaxQuant.Live should be listening for Xcalibur

• Click on the Q Exactive cartoon

• Click the big LOAD button at the bottom

• The Icon should change to listening as shown

• Start your Xcalibur method normally



Enjoy your new superpowers! 


