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This protocol contains descriptions of the constructional and semantico-pragmatic variables assessed while annotating the “very New York” dataset in our 2022 paper published in the journal Signifiances. It should be noted that many of these variables were not considered in the article owing to either time-constraints, space-constraints or because the variable was ultimately discarded.

	Constructional analysis

	Column
	Definition of concept

	Relevant tweet/text
	A text other than the tweet containing the Cx that contains information relevant to the semantic analysis of the Cx; this text may be another tweet or a newspaper article or blog entry referred to in the tweet containing the Cx


	Photograph
	A short description of a photograph, if any, found in the tweet containing the Cx or in another text (other tweet, blog entry, etc) that is relevant to the semantic interpretation of the Cx


	Syntactic schema
	The type of syntactic schema that contains the Cx;  

Possible values: 

(1) Cx (e.g. very New York, very New York of you)
(2) (Det) Cx NP (e.g. very New York vibes, a very New York moment)
(3) X VP Cx (e.g. That is very New York; Pool parties after work are very New York)
(4) How Cx (e.g. How very New York; How very New York of you)
(5) Other (specify)


	Determiner
	The type of determiner, if any, that occurs in the syntactic schema containing the Cx

Possible values: 

(1) None
(2) A (e.g. a very New York tweet)
(3) A (implicit) (e.g. very New York tweet)
(4) The (e.g. the very New York moment I told you about)
(5) Some (e.g. some very New York dude)
(6) Other (specify)


	Subject/head noun
	Is the concept in the Cx’ scope linguistically expressed as either a head noun or a grammatical subject?

Values: 

(1) Yes
(2) No

Examples: 

(a) My grandfather was very New York (linguistically expressed grammatical subject)
(b) My very New York grandfather (linguistically expressed head noun)
(c) Very New York. My grandfather, I mean. (linguistically expressed, but as a logical rather than grammatical subject)
(d) Very New York! (said of a photograph; non-linguistically expressed)


	Verb
	The lemmatized form of the verb in the sentence containing the Cx

Common values: 

(1) None
(2) Be
(3) Look
(4) Seem
(5) Feel (impression)
(6) Feel (emotion)
(7) Other (specify) 


	Perception verb?
	Does the verb in the sentence containing the Cx convey the experience of one of the physical senses?

Examples: feel, seem, look, get, taste, dress, etc

Possible values: 

(1) Yes
(2) No


	Negation?
	Is there a linguistic element that expresses negation in the syntactic schema containing the Cx?

Possible values: 

(1) Yes
(2) No

Examples: 

(a) He was not very New York (Yes)
(b) That has never been very New York (Yes)


	Paratactic construction ?
	Is the Cx part of a larger paratactic construction?

Possible values: 

(1) Yes
(2) No

Example: 

(a) Very college-educated, very left-leaning, very New York, very media-savvy


	Other parataxic elements
	The other elements found in the paratactic construction, if any

Values: 

(1) None
(2) Other (specify)

Example:  Very college-educated, very left-leaning, very media-savvy


	Total number of paratactic elements
	The total number of parataxic elements (including the Cx) found in the parataxic construction

Example: 

(a) Very college-educated (1), very left-leaning (2), very New York (3), very media-savvy (4), and for lack of a better word, very “cool” (5)
Elements: 5


	Syntactic category of other paratactic elements
	The syntactic category of the other parataxic elements

Possible values:

(1) None
(2) Degree Phrase (e.g. so lovely, very nice)
(3) Adjective Phrase (e.g. lovely, nice)
(4) PrepP (e.g. on top of things)
(5) Other (specify)


	Other degree devices
	The other degree devices found in the parataxic construction 

Possible values: 
(1) None
(2) Other (specify)

Example: 

(a) Very college-educated, very left-leaning, very New York, very media-savvy


	Is Cx sentence-final ?
	Is the Cx the last linguistically expressed element in the sentence in which it occurs?

Possible values: 

(1) Yes
(2) No

Examples: 

(a) It’s not very New York. (Yes)
(b) It’s not very New York at all. (No)


	Element after Cx
	What linguistic element, if any, follows the schema in which the Cx occurs? 

Possible values: 

(1) None
(2) PrepP: of-phrase (e.g. very New York of you)
(3) PreP: other (not very New York at all)
(4) Degree phrase (e.g. Very New York, very cool)
(5) New sentence or phrase (e.g. very New York! I’d love one of those!)
(6) Other (specify)


	Focus of element after Cx
	Is the linguistic element after the Cx, if any, syntactically related to the Cx, the negation element (if any), the sentence’s verb (if any), or something else? 

Possible values: 

(1) None (no element after Cx) 
(2) Linked to Cx
(3) Linked to negation 
(4) Linked to verb
(5) Sentence modification
(6) Other (specify)

Examples: 

(a) It’s not very New York at all (linked to negation element)
(b) This is very New York to me (linked to verb)
(c) This is very New York of them (linked to Cx)


	Metalinguistic features ?
	Does the Cx have one of the following metalinguistic features? 

(1) None (no metalinguistic feature)
(2) Caps lock: New York (e.g. very NEW YORK)
(3) Caps lock: Very (e.g. VERY New York)
(4) Caps lock: Very & New York (e.g. VERY NEW YORK)
(5) Diacritics/punctuation marks: New York (e.g. very *New York*; very “New York”)
(6) Diacritics/punctuation marks: very (e.g. *very* New York)
(7) Reported speech (e.g. “very New York”)





	Semantic analysis

	Column
	Definition

	Grounds provided ?
	Are the grounds of the Cx provided? That is to say, is it explicitly stated what is meant by “very New York”?

Possible values: 

(1) Yes
(2) No

Examples: 

(a) I get very New York vibes from you (no grounds provided)
(b) I get very New York vibes from you –you dress all in black and seem rich (grounds provided)


	Grounds
	The explicit explanation as to what is meant by “very New York”

Possible values: 

(1) None
(2) Other (specify)

Example: 

(a) I get very New York vibes from you –you dress all in black and seem rich

Grounds: you dress all in black and seem rich


	Explicit referential scope (same schema)
	The concept in the Cx’ scope that is linguistically-expressed; must be found in the syntactic schema in which the Cx occurs 

Examples:

(a) My grandfather is very New York.
(b) My very New York grandfather


	Explicit referential scope (different schema)
	The concept in the Cx’ scope that is linguistically-expressed; found in another syntactic schema than that in which the Cx occurs 

Example: 

(a) I love Andrea’s look here! Very New York

Note: the first linguistically-expressed concept that occurs before the Cx that could plausibly be within its scope should be considered to be the logical subject


	Implicit referential scope

	The concept in the Cx’ scope that is non-linguistically-expressed

Example:

(a) Very New York! (said of a photograph of a young woman in a black dress)

Non-linguistically expressed concept: the young woman’s black dress

Note: the logical subject of a photograph should be considered to be the 


	Ambiguous referential scope
	Are there two substantially different interpretations of the contents found in the referential scope? Note: applicable only in the case of linguistically-expressed subjects outside the Cx’ schema or non-linguistically-expressed concepts within the Cx’ scope.

Example: 

(a) My grandfather was an Italian immigrant. Very New York, if you know what I mean

Interpretation 1: The fact that the speaker had a grandfather who was an Italian immigrant is very New York 

Interpretation 2: My grandfather, an Italian immigrant, was very New York (i.e. his personality, his mannerisms).

Note: ambiguous tweets should be duplicated and re-annotated, as if they were two entirely different datapoints


	Subject construal
	The construal (“way of conceptualizing”) of the contents within the Cx’ referential scope

Example: 

(a) A very New York opening (construal of “opening”: a ceremony celebrating the opening of a new subway line)
(b) Today’s very New York thing was getting $5 back for letting my bike guy have my old mudguards (construal of “thing”: something that happened, an event)


	Subject personification
	Whether the content within the Cx’ scope has been personified

Possible values: 

(1) Yes
(2) No

Examples: 

(a) This pizza is very New York in both taste and attitude (personification, because pizza does not normally have attitude)
(b) A very New York scene on the corner of 2nd avenue! (said of a photograph of various animal species gathered together: two species of parrots, a cat, guinea pigs, and a dove) (personification, because the animal species stand in for the notion of ethno-cultural diversity that characterizes New York City)


	Subject meta-type
	The ontological category into which the construal of the referential scope falls

Possible values:

(1) Animate (e.g. human beings, animals)
(2) Event (e.g. a parade, a party)
(3) Concrete thing (e.g. a building, a car)
(4) Abstract thing (e.g. the concept of modern protesting, an opinion, a tweet’s contents, someone’s vibe)
(5) Temporal expression (e.g. a day, a weekend, a moment)
(6) Other (specify)



	Subject sub-type
	The ontological subcategory of the concept found within the referential scope

Animates

(1) Human
(2) Animal
(3) Other (specify)

Events

(1) Organized social activity
(2) Social interaction
(3) Involving inanimate things
(4) Other (other specify)

Things-concrete

(1) Food
(2) Place: store or restaurant
(3) Place: streets of New York
(4) Place: other (specify)
(5) Art
(6) Vehicle

Things-abstract 
(1) New York English 
(2) Impression (person) (e.g. vibes, feel)
(3) Impression (place) (e.g. vibes, feel –said of a location)
(4) Belief, opinion, thought
(5) Other (specify)

Temporal expressions

(1) Moment
(2) Day
(3) Night
(4) Weekend
(5) Week
(6) Other (specify)


	Situation description
	A short description of the broader situation that motivated the Cx

A situation is constituted of one or more of the following dimensions: 

(1) Dynamicity (state, action)
(2) Participants
(3) Monetary involvement 
(4) Exceptionality
(5) Frequency
(6) Ethno-culturalism
(7) Place
(8) Manner (how the situation transpired)
(9) Salient objects
(10)  Salient themes

Each of these dimensions is detailed below.


	Situation dynamicity
	Is the situation a state or an action? A state is a situation that involves no change, whereas an action is a state of change

Possible values:

(1) State
(2) Action

Examples: 

(a) I was running down the street gobbling down a slice of pizza, looking very New York (Action)
(b) My grandfather was very New York (State)


	Monetary transaction?
	Does the situation within the Cx’ scope necessarily involve, directly or indirectly, one or more monetary transactions between the speaker or the subject and one or more named or implied entities?

Possible values: 

(1) Yes
(2) No

Examples: 

(a) Standing on the Staten Island ferry eating a bagel. Feeling very New York. (monetary transaction implied to obtain ferry ticket, bagel)
(b) Harry is my very New York friend (no monetary transaction implied)
(c) Went to the UPS store and had an encouraging conversation with 3 regular people. Not very New York (monetary transaction not necessarily implied)
(d) Standing next to the food truck outside a strip club, eating my Gyro as the subway goes by. Feeling very New York (monetary transaction implied to acquire Gyro)


	Ethno-cultural dimension 1
	Is there an ethno-cultural element involved in the situation?

Possible values:

(1) None
(2) Immigration
(3) Ethnic group
(4) Ethnic foods
(5) Ethnic neighbourhood (e.g. Little Italy)
(6) Ethnic music (e.g. rap, hip-hop)
(7) Ethnic diversity 
(8) Ethnic merging (combination of two or more ethno-cultural traditions)

Example:

(a) My grandfather was an Italian immigrant. Very New York, if you know what I mean.

Ethno-cultural dimension 1: ethnic group


	Ethno-cultural dimension 2
	Definition: see Ethno-cultural dimension 1

Possible values: 
Same options as in Ethno-cultural dimension 1

Example:

(a) My grandfather was an Italian immigrant. Very New York, if you know what I mean.

Multicultural dimension 2: immigration


	Ethno-cultural dimension 3
	The name of the ethnic group, if any, implicitly or explicitly involved in the situation or whose cultural artefacts feature in the situation

Possible values: 

(1) None
(2) Italian
(3) Irish
(4) Jewish
(5) Greek
(6) Hispanic
(7) Vietnamese 
(8) African-American
(9) Yemeni
(10)  Other 

Example:

(a) My grandfather was an Italian immigrant. Very New York, if you know what I mean.

Ethno-cultural dimension 3: Italian


	Situation exceptionality
	Is the situation perceived as being exceptional by the speaker? Exceptional events are those

Possible values: 

(1) Exceptional 
(2) Unexceptional
(3) Simultaneously exceptional and unexceptional

(3) is to be used for situations that simultaneously involve both exceptional and unexceptional elements; see (c) below.

Examples: 

(a) The fact that my grandfather was an Italian immigrant is very New York. (unexceptional, a characteristic that is true of many New Yorkers) 
(b) I ran into Tom Hanks! How very New York! (exceptional, a special event that is cause for excitement)
(c) Me: I had a very New York day.
Bf: You mean someone yelled at you and you saw a celebrity?
Me: Well yes, but… (simultaneously exceptional and unexceptional)


	Situation frequency
	Is the situation conceptualized as a one-off or as a recurring event? 

Possible values:

(a) One-off
(b) Recurring 
(c) Permanent state of affairs

Examples: 

(d) A very New York problem –how often do air conditioners fall out of windows and kill people? (recurring)
(e) I met Tom Hanks! How very New York! (one-off event)
(f) I had a very New York day: a stranger yelled at me, and I saw a celebrity (recurring, a type of day that can be experienced in New York City)
(g) Went to the UPS store and had an encouraging conversation with 3 regular strangers. Not very New York. (one-off event)
(h) Personality-wise, my grandfather is very New York (permanent state of affairs)


	Event density
	Whether the situation has multiple independent focal points –that is to say, something that is highlighted by the speaker but that is not subordinated to any other speaker-provided information (see d)

Values:

(1) Simplex
(2) Dense

Examples: 

(a) Mr Met flipped off at a fan –how very New York of him! (a single focal point: the fact that Mr Met flipped off at a fan)
(b) The Times Square Market is very New York –Food trucks, buskers, and people arguing in a dozen languages. (multiple focal points: the fact that there are food trucks, the fact that there are buskers, the fact that there are people arguing in multiple languages, and the fact that all of these are found in a single location: the Times Square Market)
(c) I had a very New York day: left work 2 hours late, went to an Italian restaurant, and stumbled across Alec Baldwin as I was leaving. (multiple independent focal points)
(d) Today’s very New York thing was getting $5 off my new mudguard for giving my bike guy my old mudguard (a single, complex focal point that involves an exchange between two cognitive agents)


	Place: explicit
	The place where the situation is explicitly stated to have occurred; a place refers to the physical parameters in which the situation occurs or occurred; a place thus can be either an unmoving geolocation (e.g. 5th avenue, a store) or a moveable/moving geolocated entity (b) 

Possible values: 

(1) None
(2) Other (specify)

Examples:

(a) Went to the UPS store and had an encouraging conversation with 3 regular strangers. Not very New York.
(b) Eating a bagel on the ferry to Ellis Island. Feeling very New York.


	Place: implicit
	The place where the situation is implied to have occurred; the place may be inferred from various clues, such as photographs (e.g. a photograph of the inside of Yankee Stadium) or even situation participants who are strongly associated with a specific place (see example below)

Possible values: 

(1) None (no place implied)
(2) Other (specify)

Example: 

(a) Mr Met flipped off at a fan last night

Place: Citi Field (implicit; Mr Met being the mascot of the New York Mets baseball team)


	Place: proper name?
	Is the place designated by a proper name?

Possible values: 

(1) Yes;
(2) No

Examples: 

(a) The Statue of Liberty –very New York! (Yes);
(b) I went to this little Italian restaurant in Brooklyn –very New York. (No)


	Place: famous?
	Does the place have a Wikipedia page that identifies it as being in or connected to New York City?

Possible values: 

(1) N/A (place not specified)
(2) Yes
(3) No

Examples: 

(a) A subway train/station (Yes)
(b) A yellow cab (Yes)
(c) 5th avenue (Yes)
(d) this little Italian restaurant in Brooklyn (No)
(e) A UPS store (No; UPS, which is otherwise famous, is not strongly connected with New York according to Wikipedia)


	Participants: explicit
	The animates involved in the situation. Note: this field is primarily designed to account for animate participants not found within the Cx’ referential scope. For instance, “My grandfather” in “My grandfather is very New York” occurs within the Cx’ scope, and is thus already accounted for by the “Explicit referential scope” variable.

Possible values: 

(1) None (no participants explicitly mentioned)
(2) Other (specify)

Example: 

(a) Mr Met flipped off at a fan last night; how very New York of him!

Participants: Mr Met; the baseball fan


	Participants: implicit
	The animates implicitly involved in the situation. The presence of these animates can be inferred from, amongst other things, the explicitly or implicitly stated location.

Examples:

(a) Mr Met flipped off at a fan last night (location: Citi Stadium; implied participants: the crowd; the baseball teams)


	Manner: explicit
	The way in which the speaker explicitly states that the situation to transpire

Possible values: 

(1) None
(2) Other (specify)

Example: 

(a) The day was a complete blur, so frenetic! Very New York

Manner: frenetically


	Manner: implicit
	The way in which the speaker implicitly describes the situation 

Example:

(a) I was running down the street in my black dress gobbling down a slice of pizza, looking very New York

Manner: hurriedly (clues: “running”, “gobbling down”)

Note: the annotator is encouraged to employ a limited set of adverbials to describe the way a situation occurred, bearing in mind that synonyms will be grouped together to form larger semantic categories for statistical purposes

	Time: explicit
	The linguistically-expressed moment in time during which the situation transpired

Possible values: 

(1) None
(2) Day
(3) Night
(4) Weekend
(5) Moment
(6) Other (specify)

Example: 

(a) Today I went to that new Italian restaurant down the street – so very New York!


	Time: implicit
	The non-linguistically-expressed moment in time during which the situation transpired

Example: 

(a) Almost got hit by the very cab I called because the streetlights were dead. Very New York.

Time (inferred): night

	Salient situation object 1 (explicit)
	Physical object explicitly mentioned in either the tweet containing the Cx or in another directly relevant text

Possible values: 

(1) None
(2) Other (specify)

Example: 

(a) I was running down the street in my black dress gobbling down a slice of pizza, looking very New York

Place (explicit): the streets of New York
Participants (explicit): the speaker
Time: unknown
Manner (implicit): hurriedly (“running down the street”)
Salient situation object: black dress


	Salient situation object 1 subtype
	The subtype of the physical object explicitly mentioned in either the tweet containing the Cx or in another directly relevant text.

Possible values: 

(1) Food
(2) Fashion item
(3) Other (specify)

Example: 

(a) I was running down the street in my black dress gobbling down a slice of pizza, looking very New York


	Salient situation object 2
	See Salient situation object 1

	Salient situation object 2 subtype
	See Salient situation object 1 subtype

	Salient situation themes
	Other relevant themes or information found in the tweet or other relevant text that is not accounted for by any other category defined in this protocol

Possible values: 

(1) None
(2) Other (specify)

	Number of explicit situation dimensions
	The total number of dimensions of the situation that are explicitly mentioned by the speaker

	Number of implicit situation dimensions
	The total number of implicit situation dimensions alluded to by the speaker

	Total number of situation dimensions
	The combined total number of implicit and explicit situation dimensions mentioned or alluded to by the speaker
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