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1. [bookmark: _Toc203519839] Summary   
This is a standard operating procedure (SOP) for conducting a comparative thematic analysis of news media in different regions, for the study of infectious diseases. The purpose of the SOP is to provide a step-by-step guide to conducting a comparative news media analysis. Prior to conducting this analysis, the SOP for conducting a news media analysis should be followed, as well as potentially the SOP for a corpus linguistic analysis. This SOP is to be used in conjunction with the Qualitative Umbrella Protocol (LINK).
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2. [bookmark: _Toc203519840]Definitions  
News Media: Refers to publicly disseminated journalism, including print and digital newspaper articles, that provide news, commentary, and analysis on current events.
Thematic Analysis: A qualitative method for identifying, analysing, and interpreting patterns of meaning ("themes") within a dataset. This SOP follows the reflexive thematic analysis approach as developed by Braun and Clarke.

3. [bookmark: _Toc67559420][bookmark: _Toc203519841]Abbreviations  
CAB: 	Community Advisory Board
FGD: 	Focus Group Discussion
SOP: 	Standard Operating Procedure





4. [bookmark: _Toc203519842]Comparative news media analysis
4.1 [bookmark: _Toc203519843]Background
News media plays a pivotal role in shaping public understanding, attitudes, and behaviours during infectious disease outbreaks. It influences public attitudes towards infectious diseases such as risk perception, trust in health systems, and broader societal responses to emerging health threats. Historically, news media coverage of outbreaks such as HIV/AIDS, Ebola, and COVID-19 has had positive and negative impacts either facilitating informing and engaging the public on one hand, and contributing to misinformation, stigma, and social division on the other.

A range of qualitative and quantitative methods can be used to analyse news media content. Quantitative approaches, such as content analysis and sentiment analysis, focus on measuring the frequency and distribution of specific words, frames, or tones across large datasets, allowing researchers to identify trends and patterns over time. In contrast, qualitative approaches such as thematic analysis, discourse analysis, and framing analysis focus on rich understanding of meanings, narratives, and ideologies embedded in media texts. These methods explore how language is used to construct social realities, shape public understanding, and influence attitudes, particularly during health crises or political events. 
4.2 [bookmark: _Toc203519844]Rationale
News media analyses can help us understand how health crises are framed across diverse sociopolitical landscapes.  Such analyses allow critical examination of the framing, communication and understanding of public health issues, as well as providing insights into the narratives that shape public perception and policy responses. 

A comparative analysis allows for findings to be compared across different sets of news media e.g. different regions, different time periods, or different types of press.

[bookmark: _Toc203519845]4.3 Procedure
News media titles will be selected as described in SOP 5 (News Media Analysis) and searched using keywords, as well as other potential delimiters such as time period, language and geographic region.  Ordinarily this search will be conducted on a news database such as NexisUK, ProQuest News & Newspapers or Factiva.  

In the event of many articles being identified, you may wish to use sampling frame as described in SOP 5.  Manual screening will allow for the removal of duplicates or articles that are not relevant. 

Key data for each article should be collected in a standardised Excel spreadsheet.  Full text can be imported as Word documents into qualitative data analysis software. Each dataset (e.g. country-specific, time period restricted, or type of press) will be analysed using a reflexive thematic approach, as described in SOP 5 prior to the comparative analysis. 

[bookmark: _Toc203519846]4.4 Comparative analysis
Data for each setting, time period or press type will be analysed separately resulting in the identification of key themes. These themes can be compared and contrasted across datasets.   This will involve all research teams involved in analysis of included news media datasets.  Through discussion and review of all codebooks, consensus will be reached on cross-cutting theme(s), as well as areas of similarity and difference.  Comparative coding reports can be generated to visualise similarities and differences.
Members of the research team will then undertake coding and conduct a detailed analysis of news media articles across all included datasets, focusing specifically on the identified cross-cutting theme(s).  Interpretative summaries (memos) should be made to aid further analysis, support internal consistency and allow for transparency.
Findings and interpretations should be discussed regularly with the teams who undertook analysis of the individual news media datasets to ensure cultural, social and political nuances are taken into consideration.   Coding discrepancies will be discussed until consensus is reached. 
By the end of this analysis, you will have a synthesis of findings across diverse news media datasets, as well as as an analysis that specifically engages with similarities and differences in different contexts (time, regions etc).
[bookmark: _Toc203519847]4.5 Ethics
Ethical approval is not required for news media analysis because it involves publicly available content and does not include human participants or personal data.
[bookmark: _Toc203519848]4.6 Patient and public involvement
It is good practice to include the views of community partners in analyses. They may be consulted on the topic of analysis (including where specific focus is honed in on), asked to participate in extraction or coding, or consulted on in interpretation of findings.  For a comparative analysis it is important that community representatives from each of the relevant contexts (i.e. different countries, or different time periods) are included and given an opportunty to meaningfully contribute.
•	Involve patients, caregivers, and community representatives in the design and planning stages of news media analysis to identify relevant concerns and priorities. Where possible, include representation from diverse and affected populations, including vulnerable or marginalised groups.
•	Involve community members in identifying appropriate news media titles.
•	Maintain regular updates with participants and community stakeholders throughout the research process and provide opportunities for feedback and adapt approaches based on this feedback.
•	Share findings with participants and the broader community in clear, non-technical formats (e.g., community briefings, infographics). Highlight how public input influenced the research and its outcomes.
•	Recognise and respect the contributions of public participants and ensure transparency, voluntary participation, and appropriate recognition or compensation where applicable.
[bookmark: _Toc203519849]4.7 Related SOPs
· [bookmark: _Toc202302176]Corpus linguistic analysis of news media
· Analysis of news media
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