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Purpose of the Project
This participatory research aims to collaboratively evaluate tomato accessions through on-farm trials conducted by gardeners, agroecological producers, and seed savers. The observations collected help guide the selection and improvement of open-source seed varieties adapted to diverse local conditions, contributing to seed sovereignty and agroecological resilience.
What Participation Involves
By participating in this trial, participants will:
· Receive a seed package containing three heirloom tomato accessions.
· Cultivate the plants using their usual practices and growing conditions.
· Record observations on traits such as vigor, fruit quality, pest resistance, and taste in a provided Excel sheet.
· Participate in collective reflection spaces (workshops, WhatsApp group) and optionally contribute photos or testimonials.
· Share feedback to inform future breeding decisions and collective learning.
Voluntary Participation
Participation in this project is entirely voluntary. Participants may withdraw at any point without justification and without facing any negative consequences.
Confidentiality
Personal and location data are collected only to contextualize observations and support participants. All data are anonymized for analysis and reporting. No identifiable information will be published without prior consent.
Potential Benefits
· Contribute to the recovery and selection of locally adapted tomato varieties.
· Exchange knowledge with a community of growers and researchers.
· Access seeds and collective data that support agroecological practices.
· Influence breeding decisions based on local needs and preferences.
Potential Risks
The activities described in this protocol are low-risk and conducted under typical gardening or small-scale farming conditions. However, the following safety considerations should be kept in mind to protect participants and ensure responsible trial implementation:
1. Physical Activity and Environmental Exposure
· Basic protective measures (e.g., gloves, sun protection, adequate hydration) are recommended during fieldwork to prevent minor injuries, sunburn, or heat stress.
· Care should be taken when using tools such as hoes, stakes, or pruning shears.
2. Allergen Awareness
· Tomato plants may trigger allergic reactions in sensitive individuals through contact with leaves or consumption of fruit. Participants should discontinue handling if symptoms occur.
Compensation
There is no financial compensation. However, participants may retain seeds from preferred plants and will be acknowledged (individually or collectively) for their contributions if desired.
Contact Information
For questions or to withdraw from the trial, please contact:
Bioleft Coordination Team
Email: [coordinacion@bioleft.org]
Website: [https://www.bioleft.org]
WhatsApp Group: [provided during onboarding]
Consent
I have read and understood the information provided above. I understand that participation is voluntary, that I may withdraw at any time, and that the data I share will be used anonymously for research and breeding purposes. By signing below (or indicating consent via digital means), I agree to participate in the Bioleft tomato trial.
Participant’s Name: ____________________________________________
Signature (or digital confirmation): _______________________________
Date: _______________________________________________________
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